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If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Message from Mrs Jennings            21 May 2021 

Dear St Mary’s DSG Community 

 

In my readings, conversations and attendance of the South African Girls’ Schools Conference this week, 

one word has been dominant – COMMUNITY.  

 

Our goal for this year is to promote connection and to build community. A goal we continue to strive for 

daily. And this week, I have been reminded again of the importance and value of community. 

 

In the book, Out of the Silence: After the Crash, Eduardo Strauch Urioste writes his account of surviving the 

1972 Andes plane crash with members of his Uruguayan rugby teammates and the seventy-two days spent 

on the mountain before their miraculous rescue. What struck me whilst reading this book, is the author’s 

testimony of the strength the survivors gained from each other in the face of an unspeakable tragedy. The 

members of the team knew each other well before the tragedy and from the moment they had to respond 

to their fate, they worked together as a team. They encouraged and offered support to each other, they 

fulfilled different roles and tasks according to their strengths and in turn took the responsibility to offer 

leadership and stability that ultimately led to their survival and eventual rescue.   

 

It made me reflect on our school community and the gift we have as an African school to be a community 

where the spirit of ubuntu triumphs – “I am what I am, because of who we all are.” Every member of our 

community – student, staff, parent and alumnae – is called to lead from where they stand, to fulfil different 

tasks and roles according to their strengths, and to support and encourage one another so that our School 

stands tall and our girls thrive. 

 

The #DSGIlluminate campaign is a great example of a project that has drawn our community closer 

together and this week the task was to write messages of encouragement so that anyone who needs 

encouragement can take a note.  

 

In the Anglican Board of Education’s document, the “Signs of God’s Presence”, it shares that an Anglican 

Church school, in all its varied activities and in all its relationships, seeks to honour and acknowledge the 

presence of God and allow God’s Spirit of light, life and love to be present as the foundation on which the 

school exists. I wish to focus on the presence of God’s love in my message today and share with you a 

quote by David Steindl-Rast that was shared at the SAGSA Conference this week and reads as follows: 

“Love is a lived yes, a practiced yes to belonging together.” In the weeks that lie ahead, as we continue to 

connect and build our community, let us bring into focus God’s love and as the presenter shared with us all, 

ask the question whenever a decision needs to be taken, “What does love do now?” 
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Message from Mrs Jennings (Continued)           

As the country enters the third wave of the pandemic, stress and anxiety will be on the rise again, and we 

are reminded to stand together in love and, as one of our girls reminded me this week, we all need to be 

kind to each other.     

 

Thank you to our community for your support of the Drive-in Movie Night on Saturday, 15 May. The event 

was a sold out success and we look forward to future events where we can come together as a 

community.  

 

I wish you all a safe and healthy week and we pray for a speedy recovery to good health for our families 

that are not well.  

 

Kind regards  
 

Alison Jennings 

Accolades and Awards          

 

Congratulations to our hockey players who were selected for the Northerns Blues  

U13 A and B Teams.  Well done, girls! 
 

Kitso Mosaka (A-side) Masego Bokwa (A-side) Nolwazi Siziba  (A-side) Bontle Mokoena  (B -side) Priella Nsubuga (A-side) 

 

The items for the  Public Speaking Event with a Difference were recorded this 

week and parents will be able to view their daughters participation in group 

presentations or individual items, on Monday, 24 May, from 17:00.   

  

The link to the livestream section of our website, where these recordings will be 

made available, is: St Marys DSG | DSG Live Streaming Events (pta.school.za).   

Public Speaking Event           

https://www.stmarys.pta.school.za/pebble.asp?relid=463060&t=533
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Covid-19 - What is a direct contact?  

 

 

A direct contact is someone in contact with a 

confirmed positive case, for more than 15 minutes, 

without a mask and within 1 meter from each other.  

 

Any other type of contact, with all the above-

mentioned measures in place, will not be at 

immediate risk. Members of the community that are 

not a direct contact of a confirmed positive case do 

not need to self-isolate. 

 

What to do if you are a direct contact? 

 Please inform Sister Lizl or Sister Annika.  

 As a direct contact with a confirmed positive 

case, you are to self-isolate until day 8 on which 

you can be tested for COVID-19. Should you not 

be able to self-isolate in your own home, and 

you still have contact with your daughter, then 

she must self-isolate with you until you are 

cleared to return to school and work by your 

family doctor. You can be tested earlier if you 

show symptoms. Testing too early could result in 

a false negative. 

 

Please follow medical advice regarding your risk of infection. Parents are reminded that should they suspect 

they have COVID-19 and are awaiting their test result, that they must please keep their daughter(s) at home 

until they receive the results. If the result is positive, their daughter must remain at home until the family 

doctor clears her to return to school. Only the results of a PCR test will be seen as valid evidence of a 

positive or negative result. 

 

 

With the patient 
while they were 

infectious. 

Within 1 meter of             
the patient with no 

mask.  

For more than 15 
minutes. 

Patients are considered infectious 48 hours before symptoms began or 
before the positive test was collected, if the person never developed 

symptoms.  

Direct contact is someone who was:  

Friends in Concert Recordings—POSTPONED  

Following a circular from the Department of Education today in which it has been announced that all 

choir performances are to be suspended  with immediate effect, the decision was made to postpone 

the recordings of all our music groups on Saturday, 22 May.   

A later date will be communicated to parents as soon as these restrictions have been relaxed. Further 

communication regarding choir practices will follow. All other cultural activities will continue as normal. 
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The Role of our Class Reps          

The Class Reps fulfil a very important role and function within our 

school. We take this opportunity to thank our Class Reps for their 

continued support of the School and its broader community.  

 

One of their  functions is to facilitate communication between the 

School and the parent community.  

 Every parent belongs to a class WhatsApp group and 

important reminders and messages are shared via this 

platform. Please remember to check the D6 Communicator 

for letters and alerts as well as the weekly newsletter. It is not 

the responsibility of the Class Rep to post all messages on the 

WhatsApp group. The Class Rep can remind you where to 

find a communication or link, but we ask all parents to please check the main school communication 

channels first. 

 

 If you have a concern regarding your daughter or an incident that you experienced at school, please 

contact the school directly and arrange to meet with the staff member who can deal with your 

matter directly. The Class Reps are not messengers between the School and the parent body. The 

contact details of staff and their respective portfolios are shared on the last page of the newsletter 

every week. 

 

Another function the Class Reps fulfil is to celebrate important events like births and weddings within our 

community and offer support to families who have lost an immediate family member or who are going 

through a hardship. We come together as a community at times like these to show our support and care. 

Should your family need the School’s support in this way, please inform your daughter’s class teacher or 

Class Rep.    

 

The third function of the Class Reps is to support and garner support from the parent body for school 

functions and events. For example, Class Reps will ask you to volunteer for a duty at a school event or ask 

you to support the event in person by purchasing a ticket. The Class Reps need to know they have your 

support and you can make their roles that much easier if you respond quickly and positively to support the 

School.  

 

In respect of all members of our community, parents are reminded to only use school WhatsApp groups 

between 06:00 in the morning and 18:00 in the evening. WhatsApp communication is intrusive and we need 

to respect every family’s after hours’ time.  

The trial period for our hair guidelines in the Junior School is in full effect and will end on 4 June, following 

which a further review and ratification period will commence. We are aware that some learners have 

decorative items in their current hairstyles, and this poses the issue of fairness in the implementation of our 

hair guidelines. We ask that parents help us by taking the weekend period of 21 - 23 May to engage their 

daughters on the hair guidelines. The success of our hair policy at St Mary’s DSG relies on our partnership in 

supporting our learners with following the guidelines and helping them understand the need to align their 

hairstyles with the four hair guidelines. We request that from Monday, 24 May, all girls adhere to the 

guidelines so that as a school we can review the appropriateness and effectiveness of the guidelines.  

Hair Guidelines - Update        
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2021 SCHOOL TERMS CALENDAR 

Term 2 (68 

days) 

Start Wednesday 28 April 

Close Friday 6 August 

Half Term CLOSE Friday 11 June  (FP 11:00 & IP 11:30)  

  RETURN Monday 21 June 

       

Term 3  

(62 days) 

Start Tuesday 7 September 

Close Wednesday 1 December 

Half Term CLOSE Thursday 21 October (12h00) 

  RETURN Tuesday 26 October 

Public Holidays Friday 24 September (Heritage Day) 

Calendars and Channels of Communication  

Junior School Channels of 

Communication 
 

Pastoral Matters 

Class (Gr 0-5) or Form Teacher (Gr 6&7) 
 

Academic Matters   

Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)  

Deputy of Academics 

Mrs L Whitelaw                         

lwhitelaw@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Academic Matters 

Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)  

Head of Foundation Phase    

Mrs T Molver                                             

tmolver@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Reception  

Mrs C Mndau  

012 366 0501 

cmndau@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Sport 

Coach N Mothiba 

nkmothiba@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Aftercare 

Mrs D Masimula 

dmasimula@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

PA to Junior School Principal  

Mrs R Roelofse 

012 366 0543 

rroelofse@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Boarding 

Director of Boarding 

Mrs P Dlungwana 

pmbandlwa@stmarys.pta.school.za  
 

Operational Matters—Boarding Office  

Ms Lorraine Ndwambi  

 

Junior School Calendar: 22 May - 4 June  

Sat 22 May 
08:00   Grade 0 2022 Screening Day  

10:00   Recordings for “Friends in Concert” in PAC– POSTPONED 

Sun 23 May  Pentecost Sunday 

Mon 24 May 

              Value of the week:  Self-Confidence                             
Pentecost Red, Yellow and Orange Civvies Day 
08:00   Grade 0-7 Chapel (Grade 2 & 6 in Chapel) 

17:00   JS Public Speaking Recordings to be released  

             (follow the link in the newsletter)  

Tues 25 May  Africa Day  

Wed 26 May  08:00   Grade 0-7 Assembly (Gr 0 & 4 in Chapel) 

Thurs 27 May 
09:15   Grade 4 - 7 Assessments  

18:00   Alumnae Committee Meeting 

Fri 28 May  

Sat 29 May  

Sun 30 May   

Mon 31 May 
               Value of the week:  Equality  

08:00   Grade 0-7 Chapel (Grade 4 & 5 in Chapel) 

Tues 1 June 17:30    Parent Talk– Journey to School Readiness  

Wed 2 June 
08:00   Grade 0-7 Assembly (Gr 2 & 6 in Chapel) 

18:00   Friends in Concert at St Alban’s College—Postponed  

Thurs 3 June 
08:00   Gr 0 – 12 Community Prayers -  (Gr 3 & 7)  
09:15   Grade 4 Assessment; Grade 5-7 Revision    

Fri 4 June               Grade 5-7 Mid-Year Exams  (4-11 June) 

  

 Communication this week 

• Friends in Concert Re-

cordings on 22 May—

POSTPONED 

• Sport matches cancelled 

• Hair Guidelines  -           

update 

• Covid-19 Protocol  -        

update 

• Foundation Bursaries 


